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" To the Right Honorable 


Sir fOSEPH SHELDON 
LORD MAYOR 


O F 
Right Honorable, EY 
His Renowned City and Glorious | 

Metropolis,, now, God be praiſed, 
has Beauty for Aſhes, but it cannot be un- 
ſeaſonable (ſince we have had ſo many after 
reckonings)to call to remembrance our ſins, 
that mov'd God to be to us a conſuming fire, 
leaſt the Lord ſay unto us as to Edom, Mal. 
1. 4. They ſhall build but T will pull down. 1 
have therefore publiſht this Memento. The 
Pillar Ere&ted will be a tranſient Remem- 


brance to thoſe who paſle by it, or ſee it at 
a diſtance, if perhaps it does advertthem, | 


but 


T he Epiftle Dedicatory. 

but Sermonsreaqd will put men into a more 
conſidering _ it this prove effectu- 
al 1 in the }ca{%; mealure (for much I cannot 
hope for) to awal:” any to a ſerious conſi- 
deration of that Zay of the Lord, wherein 

the Earth and the works thereof ſhall be 
| buratup, I have my End. 


Your Honors of obliged and 


devoted Servant. 


Charles Maſon: 


(1) 


THE 


Day ot the Lord ; 


A Caution to the City of London, after the 
many Dreadful Fires. 


2 Pet. 3. 10. II. 


But the day of the Lord ſhall come as a Theif in the night : in the 
which the Heavens ſhall paſſe away with a great noiſe, and the 
Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, The Earth alſo and the - 
works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. 

Seeing then ail theſe things ſhall be diſſolved what manner of 
Perſons ought ye to be in all holy converſation and Godli- 
neſſe. 


E read in v. 4. of certain Scoffers walking after their 

ww own luſts, and ſaying where is the Promiſe of his 

Coming ? #. e; of Chriſt to Judgement, as thoſe 

who derided at Ezekzels Prophecy chap. 12. 27. 

- The Viſcon that he ſeeth is for many days to come. Their per- 

ſpeFive remov*d it at adiltance and put the evil day far of. 

That Chrift ſhould take vengeance on his Enemies in flaming 

Fire, had dreadful ſound therefore not eaſily beleived, but 

ſcorn'dy it was,as Noah's Prediction of the Deluge,and the De- 
ſtruction of Hreryſalemr, foretold by Chrilt himſelt 

What the Wiſdom of the Ancients faid of C://andra, that 


ſhe 


(2) 
ſhe always foretold the Truth but never was beleived, that 
befell moſt of the Divize Prophets : They lifted up their 
Voices to incredulous People, and received contempt for 
their pains. If any. man (though truly inſpir'd byGod,)) had 
bin ſent to this Nation to foretell the many dreadful fires that 
have made fad Riiine and Deſolation in this Kingdome, he 
would have been received, doubtleſle, as the Apoſtles were 
with the ſcoffers in that-age, when they foretold the 
Conflagration of the world at the laſt Judgement day, 
therefore God in all Ages have given us ſome Types and 
Reſemblances of the /aſt Fire by which the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent Heat and the Earth alſo and the works thereof 
ſhall be burnt up. 1. .1n Sodowe which broke out from the 
Fire of Luſt that ſo they might ſee their Sin in their puniſh- 
ment. 2. In Hieruſalem which was a pledge of the laſt diſſo- 
lution (fo expreſle that it has bin miſtaken for it) deſerib'd 'tis 
at large by Joſephuzs lib. 7. c. 14. where 'tis ſaid that many 
places ſet on Fire by the Roman Army were quencht with the 
blood of the ſlain, - Joſeph. l. 7. 18, and it was fir d a ours in 
the beginning of September, | 

To theſe we may adda third that which laid our glory in the 
duſt, and made this Royal Chamber a Deſolation, and fince 
we have been reminded by many poſt clauſes, 'and after reckn- 
ings both at a diſtance and weerer home. Which have renew'd 
my Meditation on this Text, that ſo we may imitate our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour who made outward Occurrents, eſpecially ſignal , 
Sermons to the ege reducing them to a Spiritual uſe, and as He, 
who pretends to be his Vicar General, claims a right toall the 
world in.Order unto Spirtuals. So Chriſt who is truly Lord 
over all, when on Earth, made a Spiritual uſe of all things. 
Thus when he ſaw the Corn ripe for the Sickle, he put his 
Hearers in mind of that laſt Harveſt in which the Angels 


ſhould be the Reapers, Math. 13. . So John 4. 14. when - 
aSKy 


(3) - 
asks water of the Samaritan Woman, -he rais'd her Thoughts 
to the Water of Life, and after the miracle of Loaves and Fiſhes 

oh. 6. he tells the people of that 1eat that endureth to Ever- 

ſting Life, v. 27. | 

Let #4 do fo, make theſe dreadful Fires ſubſervient to a Spi- 
ritual end, to refine us from Earth,that ſo our Thoughts may 
be above where our true Treaſure is, where neither moth nor 
ruſt,nor theives,nor outragious Fire can enter; and what are 
all theſe Farthly flames, but as a ſhort blaze compar'd to that 
laſt Conflagration, when the whole Globe ſhall be One ball 
of Fire? . 7» the words we may conſider, 1. The ſtyle, that 
time is call d,by,the Day of the Lord. 2. Its unexpected fur- 
prizal, it ſhall come as a Theif. 3. The Terror of it in three 
things, 1. Heavens ſhall paſſe away fu(2r with a great noiſe 
2, Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat. 3. The Eatrh alſo 
and the works that are thercin ſhall be burnt up. Laſtly, we 
have the application of all this Seeing ther that all, 8c. 

1. All times of remarkable Mercies or Judgments are call'd 
the Days of the Lord, (for the Jews were wont to 4ſcribe that 
to God, of which they covld give no account from Reaſon) 
as alſo great and remarkable paſſages of Providence, and this in 
Spiritual and Temporal Atairs. Therefore Our Saviours Birth- 
day was the day of the Lord, which Angels celebrated, and 
Abraham rejoyced to ſee, as knowing the Meſliah ſhould be 
derived from his line, it was the morning of our Salvation 
of that day which brought Life aud Immortality to Light by 
the Goſpel. So the day of his Circumciſion when he bound 
himſelf to the performance of the Law 3 the day of his Paſſzor 
when the hand-writing againlt us was nail 'd to the croſs, when 
he powr'd forth his Soul as a Sacrifice for our (ins ; the days of 
His ReſurreQion and Aſcenſion, to which is applied that of 
Pſal. 118. The Stone which the Builders refuſed is become the 
Head Stone of the Corner, and this is the day the Lord hath 

B made 


(4) 


made,ſo the day of Pentecoſt when, after he had led Captivity 
Captive,he gave gifts nnto men, Thus in Spirituals : but then in 
Temporals there are many days to be aſcribed in ſpecial unto 
the Lord, by Us 3 4s the Fifth of November. Our Iſaac was 
bound to the Altar, the Hazd lifted up to cut offthe pledge 
of all our Hopes, but an Angel interpos'd aud reſcu'd us from 
that Tophet they had prepar'd for our Deſtruction: and He 
Who bath delivercd, will, we truſt, preſerve us from both the 
extreams, between which our Church ſtands; againſt the lat- 
ter of which we have, The J9th. of May, the Lords day when 
England was reſtored to it ſelf, and with fach Triumph as 
when the Ark came into the Camp, all 1c! ſhouted with a 
great ſhout ſo that the earth range again. But then there are 
ſignal days for Judgements. How! ye for the Day of the Lord js 
at hand,1ſa.13. 6. 1s a proclamation of that time againſt the 
Babylonians, whereinhd would ſhake the Heavens and remove 
the Earth out of its place,v.13,All things are diſpoſed by Gods 
ſecret Hand, but in ſome his Arm is made bare. Two black 
days we have in our Kalendar more eſpecially to be remark'd 
by us, 1.The 30th. of Jar. one of Satans Maſter-picces {ince the 
fall, for what greater triumph to him than todo his own work 
in the name of God, to commit Murder under pretence of 
Juſtice, to be poſſeſt by thoſe who faid they had intimacy with 
the Fountain of Holineſs, to turn Prayers in to Conjurations, 
to Ruin by Reforming;to cut off the Head for Preſervation of 
the Body, and with the Politick capacity to deſtroy the Per- 
fonal, to make ſo many appeals to Heaven, ſub-ſervient to the 
Powers of darkneſs, and laſtly to inlarge his own Kingdome 
in the name of that Chriſt who came to bruiſe his Head, and 
diſappoint his malice againſt the Sons of Men ? That was 4 
Day indeed, not to be expreſt with words but with horror and 
aſtoniſhment. The 2d, is the beginning of September, where- 


in we became the Valley of Hinnom, and took up all the La- 
mentations 


(5) 
mentations of the Prophet Hieremiah. The Jews were wont 
to draw a black circle on a white wall to mind them c! Hiern» 
ſalem's deſolation,we have a wmte Pillar to call to ourRemem- 
brance Gods firſt and greateſt Viſtation by fire, and ſince we 
have had many Memento's, let all theſe put us in mind of 
that Great and terrible day, when Chriſt ſhall Come to Judge 
the Pnick and the Dead. 

The Majeſty of this day and folemnity is fet forth by the 
Son of God litting on a Throne, by the ſummons of all Fleſh 
to appear, by Attendants of Angels in all their Glory, and 
by the conſumption of the world by Fire. This day 2dly, will 
ſurprize the ſecure world, for 1ſt. there will be grofle dark- 
neſs on mens Underſtandings, ſuch was the condition of the 
Jews before their final deſtruction 3 though condemn'd, and 
execution near at Hand and ready ro be turn'd-off, they ex- 
pected a reprieve, all the Warnings given them werelike that 
caution to Julizs Ceſar to take heed of the Ides of 2arch, 
which he {lighted and ſo went to his fatal Ruine. Ever: Ther: 
when beſreged by Romans, and the Eagle hovering over the 
prey, they claim'd ſo great an intereſt in God as if all his At- 
tributes had been ingag'd for their Preſervation. This con- 
dition is moſt Dreadful, and as Jacob ſaid of Bethel, this is 
none other but the Houſe of God : this 1s the gate of Heaven 
Gen. 28. 17. So on the contrary we may fay of ſuch infatua- 
tion, (the forerunner of deſtruction) *Tis the portal of Hell, 
the very gate of cternal. darkneſs, therefore the Day of the 
Lord came on them as a Theif in the Night of Ignorance. 
When they ſaid the bitterneſs of death was palt, their iniqui- 
ty was unto them asa breach ready to fall, ſwelling out in an 
high wall whoſe breach cometh on a ſudden, 7. 30. 13. 14. 
God brought upon them fwift Deſtruction. 2. At that time 
Faith will be wanting, L»k. 18. 8. (They are the words of 
our Saviour, foretelling the general incredulity that will pre- 
B 2 cede 
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(6) 

cede his coming to Judgement) when the Son of 3149 Cometh 
ſhall he find Faith on the Tarth 2 take Faith incither ſence, for 
Theological or Moral, both will fail before that day, 1. They 
who were counted Believers ſhall be found 7fidels, the worſt 
Renegadoes from Chriſt, are the baptiz'd Atheiſts; and the 
greateſt Monſters,believing #fidels; I mean ſuch whoſe lives 
are a perfect contradiction to their profeſſion, and do as ex- 
preſly deny the Lord that bought them, as if they had ſworn 
with St. Peter, I know not the man. Or if we take Faith 2dly, 
1n a moral ſenſe, for Truth or Faithfulneſs in Fords and aCti- 
ons, there will bea general failing in this, men will bend their 
Tongues like their bow for lies, as Jerem. ſpeaks ch. g. v. 3. 
and werſ; 4th. Take ye heed every one of his Neighbor, and truſt 
ye not in any Brother * for every Brother will utterly ſupplant, 
and every Neighbor will walk with ſlanders. Men will make uſe 
of words,notto declare their minds but conceal them, Thirdly, 
There will be deep Security 3 the laſt Fire will ſurprize men, 
as many times theſe Earthly do, when faſt aſleep, their Senſes 
lockt up,their doors ſhut and bar 'd,ſo that nothing but the laſt 
Trumpet will awaken them, which will be far more dreadful 
then the Thunder: the end of which ſome Philoſophers have 
afftrmed to be, to imprint fear-in them who by words or Opi- 
. nions did deny the Divine Providence, or ſought to ſhake off 
all fear of future Judgement,as in Calzgnla,who in the midſt of 
his jollity was ſmitten with terror by that voice from Heaven, 
Now the fecure are not like to expect Chritt his Coming to 
Judgement, therefore ſurpriz'd they will be,and taken as $j- 
ſera, when the naile was driven through his Temples. Now 
if theſe were the only ſigns, we might well expect the near ap- 
proach of this day. But other forerunners there are which 
our Saviour has foretold, Math. 24. 29, The Sun ſhall be dark- 
ned, and the Moon ſhall not give her light, and the Stars ſhall 
fall from Heaven, and the Powers of the Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. 
| — But 


(7) | 
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the Angels of 
Heaven,v. 36, Yet bold inquirers there are into that time,and 
confident determiners of it 3 they tell us that the great Fire be- 
gan on the Lords day 1666. therefore the day of the Lord is 
at hand; theſe like the Pythagoreans, place much force in num- 
bers ( for in Creatures void of Reaſon, imagination ſupplies 
the placez) this expreſſzon in the Text is enough to confute 
them, 1t ſhall come as a Thief in the Night. To ſuch intruders 
into Gods Secrets, that anſwer 1s fit which was given to a bu-- 
fie body, asking what was that which was ſhut up in a basket, 
you ſee it is cover d becauſe you ſhould not know, Yet ſome 
reaſons, or rather conjectures are grven why it is conceal 'd, 
I. That at all times we may be provided, with our loyns 
girded and lamps burning : as for particular Judgement at- 
ter death, and as they thrive belt in their affairs who keep beſt 
accounts, ſo they in Spirituals that often reckon with them- 
ſelves in Order unto the general 4»dit, and Judge themſelves 
faithfully that they may not be judg'd, and moſt happy are 
they who. live as if every year they expected Chriſts coming 
who will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 

A Second Conjecture for the indeterminate Time, is 
that it might bring the greater Conſternation on the obdu- 
rate by its ſurprizal, as the hand writing did to Belſhazzar, 
for even the Stoicks who pretend toa freedom from paſſions, 
will yet (tart at a ſudden flaſh of Lightning. Now the Terror 
of this day is expreſt, 1. The paſling away of the Heavens 


ps1%ndsr- with a great noiſe, they ſhall paſſe, 3.e. ſhall not be what- 


they now are, and this ſhall be with a great Tumult, like that 
of a violent Tempeſt or #hirlwind,or the breaking of a cloud, 
as we uſually ſec ina Clock that moves in an equal and quiet 
courſe, untill the full hour be expired, then it whirls about 
making a jarring ſound before it ſtrikes: $0 the Celeſtial Orbs 
that move now in order and equal harmony, when they ſhall 
come to {trike their laſt hour, ſhall ruſh together with a vio- 


lent: 


4.4 _ 
lent 'noyſe , | either to ſhew the Horror of that day or 
their readineſs for diſlolution, But whether they ſhall paſle 
away. ſo as to periſh wholly in reſpect of the ſubſtance, or only 
be alter'd and Renewed in reſpect of their qi:2iiries,is a queſt t- 
on. The Fathers and S$chovlemen are for tne latter, arid for 
this they allege, Roz. 2.22. The whole Creation groancth and 
Travellcth in pain, ovrewale * ouvad)yer words Itonit; nz labour- 
$og pangs, the cauſe of which grief is the Vanity and Corrup- 
tion mentioned in 27. Now the World does not travel in pain 
expecting a Total Annihilation (for that every Natural thing 
abhors) but for Renovation or altering its condition,to be de- 
liver'd from corruption, ito that glorious itatewhenthe light of 
the Moon ſhall be as the light of the Sun, and the light of the 
Sun 1evenfold, 7ſz. 30. 26.and to this purpoſe they apply ,1 Cor. 
7. 31. For the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, as alſo Hea- 
ven and Farth ſhall paſſe away. 

They Underſtand not of Annihilation but Renovation. This 
is the opinion of Antiquity, but is no Article of our Creed, 
This being ſuppoſed,that the World ſhall be alter'd only jn the 
Qualities, the queſtion is,to what purpoſe ſhall it remain in its 
ſubſtance, without Inhabitants or Tenants, To this St. Auſtine 
in his Book de Videndo Deo, man has a two fold eye one of the 
Soul an other of the body, the former is fed only with the bea- 
tifical viſion, therefore leaſt the other ſhould be 1dle or ſuper. 
fluous, the glaſs of the Creatures ſhall be left to look on, out 
of which the bleſſed ſhall aſcend to the Creator in their Medi- 
tations. The Schoolemen make a twofold eye in the Soul, 
one direftly tfixt on the Divine Eflence, the other cometh to 
it by refle&tion on the Creature, fo that in regard of the Soul 
it Self there may: be uſe of the Creatures for the Glorifying the 
Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God, therefore they ſay,this pal- 
ſing away of the Heavens is not in reſpect of the ſubſtance: 
Bt theſe conceits are but the fine ſpun phanſies of thoſe who 


gc 
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| (9) 
intrude into things they have not ſeen, Col. 2. 18, | 

The ſecond degree of Terror is in theſe words, The Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat, &c. That God will bring men 
to Judgement, and that the material world ſhall be burnt 
with fire, theſe two the Fathers prove againſt the Gentiles out 
of their own writers, LaFantizs in his ſeventh book of 1#- 
ſtitutions, ch. 24. quotes a greek Author who ſays that at the 
laſt day, there will be m2; yams Tyne A confution of the 
whole Earth, when God thail come to judge Zar]oy x) veregy Lu;as 
m engliſh the quick and the Dead, the expreti= words of our 
Creed,& Plato lays in his Timgess,that the juſt ſhall be convey- 
ed &5 wag pov vious tO theIilands of blils, of reſt,and refreſhment : 
but the wicked ſhall be condemn'd «&: /zns Swowlicuer into the 
Prifon of Jultice. Plutarch gives us a deſcription of the place 
of Torments appointed for the wicked, molt dreadtul, in his 
book of Divine Vengeance. And for the deſtruction of the 
World by fire, Juſtin Martyr in his book of the Monarchy of 
God, cites divers Gentile writers, Sophocles who ſpeaks to this 
purpoſe, there ſhall be a time when the air ſaall poure forth 
vgs Jnozwg2y and the flames ſhall conſume all things both above 
and bclow, Lucretizs lib. 5. having ſpoken of the frame of the 
Univerſe ſays una dies dabit exitio, one day it ſhall periſh, and 
the whole Machine of the World ſhall bediflolved. Ovid ſays 
there will bea time (which is now in the boſome of fate) in 
which the Sea ſhall be dried up, and the Heavens with the 
whole frame of the world ſhall be like a fiery furnace, and Lu- 
can compares the Ruins and delolation made by Fire, in the 
war between Ceſar and Pompey to the laſt Conflagration which 
ſhall reduce all things to the 0/4 Chaos, and mingle Heaven and 
Earth together, 1/imutizs Felix in his OFavins, obſerves this 
to have been the opinion of two great Sects, Stoicks and Epi- 
cureans, theſe though they denyed any Judgement-day yet 
held that when the moiſture of the world ſhould be ſpent it 


ſhould break forth into flames. Third- 


| (70) | 
The Third degree of this Terror we have in theſe 
words The Earth alſo and the works thereof fball be burnt up. 
They are call'd works of Earth becauſe they tend to earth and 
terminate there, all that men projett tor, all the Tumult noiſe 
and ſmoak of the world is for Earth, ſothat I may crye out 
-with Jeremiah. O Earth, Earth, Hear this word of the Lord, all 
that men labor for, all they pawn their Souls for, devotin 
them to Everlaſting burnings, all the works of Earth ſhall be 
conſum'd with fire. Some give usnatural reaſons for thkeend 
of the world, as 1. Languors and Diſeaſes in Man, or decay 
of Nature make way and prepare the Soul for ſeparation, jp 
in the great World there are changes and decays as ſymptoms 
of a general diſſolution, as St. Cyprian argues the caſe againſt 
thoſe who objected all the calamities they ſutter'd by fire or 
ſword, to Chriſtians. The world it (elf, fays he, grows old 
and crazy and will you caſt theſe things as faults on Chriſtian 
which are the infirmiries of old Age, in his Epiſtle to Demetrj- 
anys Proconſul of Africa. TheſeT urge not as demonſtratives, 
but to ſhew you that God left not himſelf without a witneſs in 
the dark corners of the world, but that this light ſhin'd to 
ſome of them, of a general Judgement and conflagration of the 
world, but our proofs muſt be from 8cripture, Pſal.102.26. 
ſpeaking of the Earth and Heavens, They ſhall periſh, yea, all of 
them ſhall wax old like a Garment, as 4 veſture ſhalt thou change 
them, and they ſhall be changed. Iſa. 5T. 6. The Heavens ſhall va- 
iſh away like ſmoake, and our bleſſed Saviour, Math, 24. Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhall paſſe away. The Ruine of the goodlieſt 
pieces of the world foreſhew the diſſolution of the whole, 
faies Sir Walter Rawvleigh: The Glory and power of the mighti- 
eſt Monarchs that ever the Sun beheld ſhadowed by Neby- 
chadnezzars Image; Dan. 2. are ſunk into the duſt and become 
as chaff of the threſhing floor on a windy day. The Majeſty of 
all the Primitive greatneſle of Babylon, Perſia, Egypt, Syria, 
| Greece, 


(11) | 
reece, Carthage, Rome, is covered with duſt and Rubbiſh : for 
hough God has given man the knowledge of thoſe ways by 
vhich Kingdoms riſe and fall, yet has he left him fubjet to 
-hoſe affe&ions that draw on them fatal changes intheir ap- 
winted time; therefore the greateſt and goodlieſt Politick 
3odies that ever the Earth bore, though animated with the 
noſt Searching ſpirit of profoundeſt Policy,ſtrengthened with 

the Reſolution and Valour of moſt conquering Corfimanders, 
with the wiſeſt forel1ght and comprehention of State, yet like 
the natural man they have had their Infancy, Youth, Mans 
eſtate, old Age, and ſhall have at laſt their Graves. 

Now why the whole Globe ſhall be a ſacrifice to Divine 
Juſtice by Fire, ſome Poſtillings conjectures are made, 1. As 
under the old Law, that Leproſy which could not be purg'd 
away by water,was committed to the flames, a more ſearching 
Element 3 fo the finful pollutions which the Baptiſm of the 
Flood could not cleanſe, ſhall have Fire for their Purgatory. 
2d. This we find ſet down for the laſt Remedy (if Imay fo 
call it that cures the Patient by deſtroying him ), Heb. 6. 
For the Earth that drinketh in the Rain that coming oft upon it, 
and beareth Thorns and Bryars, is nigh unto curſing 5 whoſe end 
is to be burned. Now let 44 ſee how all this concerns us: our 
Apoſtle has made a general application in theſe words, Seeing 
all theſe things, &c. 1. If God ſpares not this glorious frame 
of the world, but for our fins it ſhall ſufter,how ſhall he ſpare 
them who have made the whole Creation groan under the 
burthen of their Sins? if the Heavens and their Hoſt ſhall pe- 
riſh,abus'd by mansIdolatry, hat ſhall become of the Wor- 
ſhippers? if the Earth ſhall be burnt for our Sins, what ſhall 
become of the Inhabitants that have defil'd it ? God does 
ſometimes deal with us as the Perſians with their Princes, who 
beat their Pages for the faults of their Lords 3 as i» the Curſe 
}f the barren Fig-tree, Chrilt xeprov'd mans unfruitfulneſs un- 
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der the metins bf Grace; when God ſmites the Earth, turns our 
Seas into blood,dafhes our Shi on Rocks, levels our ſtately 
Piles and Towers with the EartF4/cines our glory With fire, 
God airns at us inall this;and thoſe who are not ſenſible, tis fire 
brought home to their own Perſons; muſt awaken them from 
this Lethargy : Therefore to come neerer, 2. If the Conflagra- 
tion of the world was madea motive to Righteouſneſs a thou- 
fand fix hundred years ago, (ani the reaſon why then it was 
preſt; was the reſemblance berween the laſt day and Hieruſa- 
{em's Ruine approaching,) how much more prevalent ought it 
to be to us who have had a perfeF reſemblance of it in this City; 
we read Numb. 11. 3. how Moſes called the name of that place 
where God had fent fire amongſt them, Taberah;z& London may 
very well bear that name for the ſame reaſon: he has made us 
as a fiery Oven in his wrath. But if this prewazles not, T ſhall 
draw yet neerer, for tis with us as with this City in the time 
of the firſt fire;thoſe who were remote from-it were apt to pro- 
miſe themſelves ſafety, till the devouring flame came cloſer ; 
till then they did not beſtir themſelves, but were lookers on 
with fruitleſs pity 5 Therefore 3dly, Seeing we ſhortly ſhall be 
diffvlved, . and then all the world is diflolved, (asto us) and 
then either Everlaſting burning ſhall be our Portion,or endleſs 
Glory ; If this ſtartle us not the cauſe muſt either be 1. Infide- 
lity, or 2dly, Groundleſs hope, or 3dly, Aſſurance of Gods 
favour. As for the firſt of theſe, I have ſhewn that many Gen- 
tiles have acknowledged a Judgement after this life, and con- 
ſumption of the world by Fire,and #he belief of this made them 
abſtain from many fins in'pra&tiſe amongſt us as tis ſaid of 
Herod when he heard that burning & ſhining light, This made 
them juſt and devont in their way till T»fidelity increaſt among 
them, then-I find one of their Poets complaining that Iniquity 
ſo far abonnded, that boys did not believe there were accounts 


in the'next world : but Hell fire is clearly revealed to us by 
6 Truth 
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Truth it ſelf; therefore #hezr place will be hotteſt in thoſe 
flames, prepared for the impenitent, who were baptized into 
the name of Chriſt, who beligue not what, he has plainly de- 
clared. The baptiſmal water will make that fire more vehe- 
ment to them. or 2dly.It muſt be groundlcfs Hope : how few 
will apply this Doctrine of fire to themſelves;they will as foon 
take live Coals into their boſomes; as when a City is in flames, 
moſt think to make an eſcape, till it ſeizes on them, tl! then 
they run to and fro like ſparks in the ſtubble, every one ſhift- 
ing for himſelf. Aſt believe that Tophet 1s not prepared for 
them whatſoever their fins be, and their impenitency and pre- 
ſumption,i/9ugh God has ſworn by himſclf that ſuch ſhall not 
enter into his reſt Cand how deſperate is their condition who 
cannot be ſaved unleifle God be forſworn?) Chriſt himſelf has 
ſaid to ſuch, depart from me ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire, Mat. 
25. 41. prepar'd for the Devil azd his Angels: to deny the 
Truth of this is to ſtrike our Saviour over the Mouth by con- 
tradictionzſ#ch ſhould can{ider there 1s veracity and ſincerity in 
Gods threatnings,as well as in his promiſes;yet the former we 
are apt to apply to Others, but all the promiſes to ourſelves, 
without reſpect to the Conditions, leaving God bound in the 
Covenant and our ſelves free. If men ſhould deal fo with us in 
Earthly Covenants, we preſently give them the blackeſt Cha- 
rater. Or, 3dly. 'Tisa well grounded confidence of Gods fa- 
vour that keeps us immovable, under theſe dreadful ſounds 
and reſemblances of the laſt fire : whether it be ſo ornor, ler 
us come to trial by theſe two 1n the text, Godlineſs and Con- 
verſation, 7. e. Holineſs towards God,and Righteonsneſs to- 
wards Man ; which comprekends the dutics,of bath Tables. 
I. Zechariahs two ſtaves of beauty and bonds make a Nation 
happy in point of Religion, (as to the firſt table, and as far as 
Conſtitution may go ) that is when we ſerve God in a come- 
þ», order,in an uniform way,in yy bond of peace and — 

2 t1cte 


J - M4 


of God, who has been to them in the killing letter 2 co» (2771: 
re. | Secondly, Let them not look on them as greatcr [in 
who have ſutfered, as it like malefattors they hac! ! 
branded; this has bia a fault in all ages 3 not only in Jo. 
in Theodoſizs's time when Conſtantinople, was fired the 4-14; 
boaſted asif God had owned their party, becauſe he [rare 
their Churches: and on the other fide ſome Judge r11ai 
was taken by the Turks on the day of Pentecoſt, becauſe riz-y 
denyed the Proceſlion of the Holy Ghoſt, That for Sins in 
general we are afflicted, is as true as that God governs the 
world, but 'tis not for man to aſ{hign particular caules, 

Laſtly, Since we find by ſad experience that Citieson Earth 
have no certain Foundation, let us look up to that whoſe 
Builder and maker is God ; and let us endeavour for that 
knowledge which will remain with us, and continue in the 
Soul when ſeparate from the body ; all other thoughts periſh 
when man returns to Earth, Pſal. 14.6. 6, of what uſe will the 
moſt exquiſite knowledge be, when the world and the works 
thereof ſhall be burat up ? happy are they who are Citizens 
of that Hieruſalem whoſe Priviledges can never be extinguiſhr, 
whoſe Charter cannot be reverſt, whoſe 17anſions are eternal, 
which has Salvation for Walls and for Bulwarks ? And Let it be 
Our Prayer thatGod would give us the benefit of his Chaſtiſe- 
ments,that we may not forget his late Judgments,as if they had 
never been, and the overflowing ſcourge as if the ſound there- 
of had never been heard in our Land; that God would awaken 
' usbefore it be too late, to ſec thoſe things that belong unto 
our Peace 3 that he would purge out our Corruptions, heal 
our backſlidings, and make yp.oeur breaches, that with oze 
Heart and Voice, we may praile God of our Salvation. 
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